
May 21, 2012  
Mexican Hat Dance 
 
When I was a kid, and we are going WAAAY back, one of the cultural events held 
at our school and later in community centers, was a troupe of dancers from 
Mexico. One of the numbers was called "The Mexican Hat Dance".  They threw a 
huge, fancy sombrero down on the floor, the music started, was very loud, and 
the dance troupe danced around it, with thundering heel hits on the stage floor. 
Around and around they danced, hands in the air, clapping, cheering, whistling, 
but never touching the hat.  
 
At the end of the dance, they all took a bow, the crowd cheered and applauded, 
they took another bow, and then they picked up the hat and walked off the stage.  
 
We'll come back to the dance, a little bit later.  
 
Today is the anniversary, 1 year, of Destiny and Travis Jr. being found murdered, 
tortured, and stuffed between the box spring and the mattress of their father's 
bed.  No one has been charged with their murder.  No one. Their father sits, 
humming mindless tunes to himself, staring at the ceiling in his jail cell, charged 
only with 'child endangerment'.  Tim Purdon still misleads the public by declaring, 
almost a year ago, that an arrest had been made "in this murder"-- but careful not 
to say "For murder".  Child Endangerment, which can be plea-bargained down to 
a misdemeanor, especially given some of the laughable sentences handed down 
by some judges who see the rez as nothing more than an inconvenience in their 
otherwise politically smooth life.  
 
Tim Purdon has danced all around this hat, but has not even picked it up. He 
took a bow, the applause died down, the lights went dark-- the hat is still there.  
 
Phantom Tribal Councilors 
 
Ooopsie! The General Assembly had to be cancelled, on short notice because 
ALL the Tribal Councilors are again--- traveling. First Class, staying at high end 
hotels, eating like kings... but can't be bothered showing up for the General 
Assembly.   
 
This, on the day when the Question and Answer meeting is supposed to be 
taking place between the 3 Candidates for Secretary-Treasurer. I only know of 
two of the corrupt who are running, but now I hear there is a third candidate 
running. This might work after all. Let me know what you think.  
 
But the Tribal Council can't bother to be in the area when it comes to something 
as important as who will be the next Secretary-Treasurer. What do they care?  
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You may as well have elected ghosts to Tribal Council. They might show up more 
often.  
 
Ghost Meetings 
 
Grand Forks Herald has no idea that they have reported on a miracle. Or, at 
least, a physical impossibility. This is what happens when you get media just 
reciting press releases instead of actually investigating or doing any real 
reporting:  http://www.wday.com/event/article/id/63836/group/homepage/ 
 
Read it carefully. It's the Mexican Hat Dance. You see how 'seriously' the BIA is 
taking all this corruption at the rez? They are going to hire a new agent to go in 
and work with the tribe. They are not going to fire Rowdy Cavenaugh, who has 
never filed a report, but they will pay a second agent to come in and do his job.  
 
That's part one.  
 
Part Two of that mess is how seriously they are taking this that they are actually 
meeting with Tribal Council Members on Monday and Tuesday--- wait a minute! 
The Tribal Councilors are Traveling! They won't be here. They cancelled the GA, 
remember? So, where is this meeting taking place? Disney World? Hawaii? Las 
Vegas? It is NOT as they imply, taking place on the rez.  
 
Further, their concern is the misuse or improper paperwork around how the funds 
are applied. Wow, for a minute I thought they were going to actually investigate 
the hundreds of crimes against children that are taking place because of the 
corruption in Tribal Social Services. You know, actually looking at these children, 
seeing for themselves... but no. They just want to talk about how to make that 
paperwork look better.  
 
I can hear those shoes stomping the stage in rhythmic staccato, the hands above 
their heads clapping, and the whistles, hoots and hollers... they will never touch 
that hat. Never.  
 
Some people were real excited about the BIA 'taking this seriously', until I pointed 
out to them that the cost in Human Life was of no interest in their Press Release-- 
just 'how to help the rez get their paperwork in order.' 
 
Who wants to bet on how much additional Federal and State Money gets rolled in 
to 'help the Tribe' get their paperwork in order? It's what they do. Money.  
 
What is needed is a task force to investigate crimes against children on that rez. 
Horrible, unthinkable crimes against children-- the money is gone, the Children 
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are crying.  
 
The natural impulse in any species is to rescue their own when they cry out in 
pain. Not so the Human Race. Not when it comes to children. Not when it comes 
to real life.  
 
Staccato, clapping, whistling, stomping.... and all around a hat, they will never 
touch. All around the Children they will never look at.  
 
You know where to find me.  
 
~Cat 


